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tragedies and, most
recently, a global
pandemic. She has
been a constant
through the chaos of
our national and
personal lives.

W

hen news broke
recently that
Queen Elizabeth II had
died at Balmoral, it left
a nation in shock. Most
of us have never
known life in Britain
without our Queen at
its head and so much
has changed since she
made her promise to
the nation over 70
years ago that her
‘whole life, whether it
be long or short, shall
be devoted to our
service’.
The Queen has stood
strong through it all:
countless political
upheavals, royal
scandals, national

Right to the end, she
never wavered in her
relentless dedication to
duty – even to the
point of meeting with
the new Prime Minister
a few days before her
passing to ask her to
form a government,
leaving as little
disruption as possible
in her wake. Such was
the nature of her
reign.
Looking forward we
have a new Sovereign
– King Charles III.
There can be little

doubt that, despite the
personal grief of losing
his mother, our new
monarch will devote
himself to this country,
the Commonwealth as
diligently and as
steadfastly as the late
Queen.

The Parish Council feel
sure that we speak on
behalf of many of our
parish when we wish
him well for the future
and trust his reign will
be fulfilling to both
himself and his people.

God Save The King
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EAST MIDLANDS DEVOLUTION

A

t our last meeting the
mayoral election to be
· Local councils will
Parish Council was
held in May 2024. If
continue to make the
advised of the recent
successful £1.14 billion of
decisions over local
agreement between Derby
funding from central
issues. There will be no
City Council, Derbyshire
government will be made
immediate changes to
County Council, Nottingham
available over a 30-year
local council services if
City Council and
period.
the devolution deal is
Nottinghamshire County
agreed. In the longer
Council to form a Mayoral
term, some services
Combined County Authority · The main purpose for this
might be delivered on a
proposal is to make sure
(MCCA). This devolution
regional rather than local
that services across the
involves the transfer of
basis, if this is deemed
region are the best they
powers and funding from
more efficient or better
national to local
can be with decisions
value for money.
government.
being coordinated and
decided by local
· This is only the beginning
The PC were then given a
authorities rather than
of the process – the four
brief explanation of what
central government. It is
councils will continue
this all means – the main
important to remember
working together to
points being laid out below.
that all four existing
develop details of the
authorities will continue
deal. Each council will
· Subject to the statutory
to function and would
take a report through
process, the 4 councils
their respective council
lose none of their existing
will form a new
meetings. There will also
powers. This is about
devolution deal model
be a public consultation
central government
that will be introduced
later this year to ensure
devolving powers to the
that the voice of
through the Levelling-Up
region, not individual
residents, businesses and
and Regeneration Bill.
councils giving up power
partners is fully heard.
The aim is for the first
to the region.
If required more information can be found using the following link.
East Midlands devolution deal - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

DOG FOULING

U

nfortunately,
the problem
of dog mess
remains a
problem within
the village. May
we once again
remind dog walkers to
please clean up after their
pets and deposit their
‘poop’ bags in the bins
provided throughout the
village or take them home

and dispose of them in
their own bins? In
particular could we also ask
those dog walkers who
make their way to Windmill
Lane along Main Street to
tidy up any mess from
alongside the footpath
please. This area has been
brought to our attention by
our grass cutting contractor
who strims that particular
stretch of grass and really

doesn’t appreciate being
sprayed with animal waste!
The presence of your pet’s
mess is not only unsociable
and unhealthy but is
against the law and
renders the owner liable to
a fine.
We look forward to your
compliance
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WINDMILL OPEN WEEKEND

conic North Leverton
I1813
Windmill was built in
and it is the only

windmill in England that
has never fallen into
disrepair and has milled
every year since it was
built, and that is all down
to the support of the local
community and visitors.

The white woodwork and
black tower have been
repainted and tarred, it
took 75 litres of paint and
a drum of bitumen to do
the job. The windmill is
watertight for winter.
notednow
a speedThe Annual fundraising
Family Fun Weekend was
tinged with sadness
following the sad passing
of HM The Queen, a two
minute silence was held at
1:00pm on both days when
the Union Jack was
lowered to half mast, we
were very pleased that

everyone joined in with
paying our respects.
The weekend started with
a Tractor Run which left
the windmill at 10:00am on
Saturday and returned by
12:00 when the Family Fun
Weekend opened to the
public. There was lots on
this year, a market selling
local arts and crafts, birds
of prey, shire horses, and
of course the ever popular
fun dog show. For the
children there was face
painting, strike, soft
archery, hook a duck and
lots more fun.
After last year’s success,
Wheels@TheWindmill
returned with everything

from Monster Trucks,
stationary engines and
tractors to fabulous cars,
bikes and scooters. Prizes

were donated by local
businesses and were
awarded on both Saturday
and Sunday.
Music@TheMill was great,
with Big Wayne’s Blues
Experience, Littleborough
Skifflers, and back by

popular demand Propeller
and of course our resident
DJ Jono.
Food and refreshments
were available throughout
and of course the Windmill
Pizza Oven was fired up
and very very busy. North
Leverton Windmill is owned
and operated by North
Leverton Windmill
Charitable Trust, with all
proceeds from the
weekend going to the
upkeep of the windmill.

SPEEDWATCH
ince the
S
beginning
of the year

the
speedwatch
team have
managed to be out with the
speed gun on 14 occasions,
this may not seem a lot but
we only have a very small
team consequently we ask,
once again, if you can
occasionally spare half to
an hour of your time to
help this would be very

much appreciated. We are
in real danger of losing
Speedwatch in North
Leverton due to a lack of
volunteers. If you are
concerned about the
number of drivers speeding
in the village past the
school, past the park or
past your house - we need
your help. Please contact
Councillor Susan Ferguson
on 01427 880704 for more
information.

Whilst it has been a great
improvement to the village
since the resurfacing of
Main Street the speed of
vehicles has increased
considerably, the fastest
detected on one occasion
being 51mph, this is clearly
not acceptable and we are
sure parishioners would
appreciate traffic slowing
down to make it safer for
everyone.
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ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

I

t is unfortunate to have
to report that the level of
anti-social behaviour
amongst the younger
people of the village is on
the increase! Such actions
as graffiti, vandalism,
alcohol abuse and even the
riding of an unlicensed
motorcycle around the
village have been noted and
reported to the police.

Councillor Naish to see
what increased measures
can be put in place to
hopefully put an end to this
unacceptable behaviour.

Meanwhile could we ask
that anybody witnessing
any anti-social behaviour
reports it to the police
please. The more reports
the police receive will help
strengthen our case for our
The council is also intending request for more action at
to meet with both the
our planned meeting.
police and District

NOTTS BUS ON DEMAND
North Leverton with
Habblesthorpe has been
included in a pilot scheme
for public transport in
Nottinghamshire - Nottsbus
OnDemand.
We are in the North
Ollerton zone, which
spreads from Ollerton to
Beckingham and from
Retford all the way to the

Trent. More information is
available
at nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
nottsbusondemand
You can choose when you
want to travel by booking
your journey through an
app, or calling 0115 804
0404. The bus will then pick
you up from one of the
Nottsbus bus stops or

designated pick-up points.
You can even get your first
trip for free using
code FIRSTFREE1 when
booking
If anyone has tried this and
has any feedback on it,
please share below - we'd
love to hear your thoughts.
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THE WEDNESDAY CLUB

n a lovely Wednesday in
O
August, members of the
Wednesday Club, villagers

trawling for crabs with
buckets. I feel many of
these poor innocents were
from the Levertons and a
probably handed down
similar Wednesday group
pearls of wisdom, advice
from Ordsall set off on a
and experience from our
coach from the Royal Oak. gang who had obviously
A motley crew aged from 9 been doing it for years.
to 93 set off. The first
Some walked to see the sea
obstacle was manoeuvring and probably beat their
the coach stairs and then
personal bests for walking
we packed the various
for many a year. Others
walking aids in the boot. Off took in the air which was
we went to Whitby for the
beautifully fresh and made
day and fish and chips of
the most of a fantastically
course.
sunny day cooled by a
lovely seaside breeze.

since passed. Folks seemed
to melt into the ether and
soon it was if it had never
taken place but we have the
photos to prove it wasn’t an
illusion.

A few hours on and some
very sleepy bunnies later,
off we trolled home via a
different route, to
accommodate a nice little
pitstop at a garden centre
just outside York. The staff
had stayed on and the
centre had remained open
just for our party. Folks can
be very kind and the
After a brief respite and pit gesture, along with lovely,
stop at Pickering we finally home-made lemon scones,
was very much appreciated.
landed at Whitby front.
The highlight of the journey
Some set off with a
for some of course, showed
veritable spring in their
that true Leverton spirit
step, spurred on by the
when three of our 80 to 95
thought of food in various
forms no doubt. Having fed year old ladies were found
their brains on the journey to be spotting and
comparing notes on the
with a quiz, many were
many combined harvesters
eager for more bodily
nourishment. It was lovely that were in action along
to see some of our sprightly the way. You can take the
girl out of Leverton but you
70 to 90 year olds racing
down the front armed with can’t take the Levertons out
of the girl.
their walking aids, doing
battle with the similarly
motivated folks from Ordsall Eventually, at about 9pm
we landed back at the Royal
aiming to be first in the
Oak. Several had to be
queue at the best food
deterred from carrying on
stops in town.
the festivities there until
goodness knows what time
Many spent the afternoon
but we had some
on the front watching the
sea and loads of youngsters somnambulant soldiers
passing the time innocently whose bedtimes had long

I would also like to thank
Pastor Steve and the Ordsall
group for being such good
company and for the
generous community
funding which made this
trip so open to all.

There are many folks to be
thanked but in particular I
would like to thank Scott of
Unity Coaches for his
professionalism and for
being so accommodating in
helping organise the
itinerary and facilitate all
the demands of a group of
this make up.

If you fancy taking part in
activities such as this then
come along on the 3rd.
Wednesday of each month
to the Methodist Chapel on
Sturton Road, North
Leverton. They’re a sociable
bunch and we welcome
everyone, £2 a session, to
pay for the hall hire, but
you only pay when you
come along. Remember
where we are and if you
have any queries then look
us up on our Facebook page
labelled The Wednesday
Club.
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PARISH COUNCILLORS
MALCOLM FERGUSON (CHAIR)
01427 880704
chair@northlevertonwithhabblesthorpeparishcouncil.gov.uk
ZOE SIRRELL (VICE CHAIR)
07794 076180

SAM TIMMONS
07870 731601

SUE FERGUSON
01427 880704

GORDON WHITE
01427 881050

PETER DADD
01427 884191

BERNADETTE COULTATE
01427 239699

MIKE VESSEY
01427 880944

PHILIP JOHNSON
01427 884202
ANNE PALLETT (CLERK)
32 Barnby Lane
Claypole, Newark,
Notts NG23 5BD
07976 566857
clerk@northlevertonwithhabblesthorpeparishcouncil.gov.uk

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR - JAMES NAISH
07967 807037 james.naish@cllr.bassetlaw.gov.uk
COUNTY COUNCILLOR - JOHN OGLE
01777 248989 - cllr.john.ogle@notts.gov.uk
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT - BRENDAN CLARKE-SMITH
Brendan.clarkesmith.mp@parliament.uk
COMMUNITY BEAT MANAGER & TEAM
PC2895 James Pickersgill - 07525 226479
James.pickersgill@notts.police.uk
PCSO4280 John Dale - 07971 784181
John.dale@notts.police.uk

PARISH COUNCIL
MEETINGS
3rd October 2022
7th November 2022
5th December 2022
9th January 2023
6th February 2023
6th March 2023

Don’t forget to visit the Parish Council website at
www.northlevertonwithhabblesthorpeparishcouncil.gov.uk

