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  NORTH LEVERTON WITH HABBLESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

CLERK: SARA STILLIARD 

THE OLD MILKING PARLOUR, COTTAM ROAD, SOUTH LEVERTON, RETFORD, DN22 0BU 

TEL: 01427 881582  Email: sara@c4bltd.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING 

Held remotely on Monday 1st March 2021 

 

Present: Cllrs M Ferguson (Chair); Z Sirrell; S Ferguson; G White; C Overend and B Coultate  

Clerk: Sara Stilliard 

Members of the Public: None present           Guests: DCllr J Naish and CCllr J Ogle 

 
 
PUBLIC FORUM –  none present 
 

PLANNING MEETING 
 
Declarations of Interest – Planning Meeting – none at this stage 
 

Applications – to be considered by the Parish Council  - 

 
Erect Two Storey Side and Rear Extensions with a Single Storey Side Extension Planning Application 
Haven Sturton Road North Leverton Retford Nottinghamshire DN22 0AB Ref. No: 21/00138/HSE | Received: 
Mon 01 Feb 2021 | Validated: Fri 05 Feb 2021 | Status: Pending Consideration 
 
Council voted to support this application  Action Clerk to inform planning 
 
 
Applications – awaiting decision by Bassetlaw DC / Notts CC / Planning Inspectorate – 

 
Erect Dormer Extension to the Rear  
6 Ashworth Crescent North Leverton Retford Nottinghamshire DN22 0BJ 
Ref. No: 21/00021/HSE | Received: Thu 07 Jan 2021 | Validated: Thu 14 Jan 2021 | Status: Awaiting 
decision 
 
The PC had received some correspondence from a resident who had not been consulted. The PC directed 
them to the Planning department 

 
Outline Application with Some Matters Reserved (Approval Being Sought for Access, Layout), to Erect 20 
Bungalows, Construct Roadway, Landscaping, Boundary Treatments and Parking Allocation  
Land To West Of Mill Close North Leverton Nottinghamshire Ref. No: 20/01652/OUT | Received: Mon 14 Dec 
2020 | Validated: Thu 07 Jan 2021 | Status: Awaiting decision 

 
Cllrs Ferguson and White along with DCllr Naish and the Clerk met with the developers and architect of the 
scheme above to discuss the PC’s response to the application. On the basis of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 
site allocation of only 10 homes the PC stands by its objection.  
If BDC planners override the NP it will negate all the work done over the last 2 years to consult with residents 
and arrive at a Neighbourhood Plan which is now being ratified  
 
Application for a Public Footpath Stopping Up Order of North Leverton With Habblesthorpe Footpath No. 
2 The Limes Sturton Road North Leverton Retford Nottinghamshire DN22 0AB 
Ref. No: 20/01511/FUL | Received: Thu 12 Nov 2020 | Validated: Tue 17 Nov 2020 | Status: Awaiting 
decision 
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Outline Planning Application with Some Matters Reserved (Approval Being Sought for Access) for Residential 
Development Consisting Of Up To 9 Dwellings Land At Orchard Lodge Southgore Lane North Leverton DN22 
0AA  
Ref. No: 19/01082/OUT | Received: Fri 16 Aug 2019 | Validated: Fri 16 Aug 2019 | Status: Awaiting decision 
 
Decisions – made by Bassetlaw DC / Notts CC / Planning Inspectorate – none 
 
Other planning matters 
Correspondence between the Sturton Ward Neighbourhood planning group, Helen Metcalf and the Parish 
Council has resulted in a final draft plan which is now with Bassetlaw District Council for due process towards 
Regulation 16. This will lead to a statutory consultation before a full referendum of residents and then 
ratification of the NP into planning law. 

 

 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

03.21.01. Apologies for absence –  from Cllr Dadd which were accepted by Council.  
 
03.21.02. Declarations of interest – none at this stage 
 
03.20.03. Chairman’s remarks on Agenda 
At point 12b payments were added which had been submitted as invoices since the agenda was published 
 
03.21.04. Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Monday 1st February 2021 
The minutes of the above meetings were approved by Council and will be signed by the Chair as a true record 
of the proceedings.  
 
03.21.05. Matters arising from the minutes – non-agenda items. 
The leaning street lamp on Sturton Road (No7) has been righted 
The owner of the wall where signs are currently placed had been contacted by the Chair and permission for 
them to be moved for greater visibility was granted 
The fallen tree blocking the beck has been removed by the landowner and the beck in Northfield Road has 
been cleared - whoever has done this did an excellent job 
Cllr Naish confirmed that he has spoken with the BDC enforcement team about visiting to try to assess the 
situation re dog mess in the village. The Chair asked if they could provide times when they could visit  Action 
Cllr Naish 
Action Cllr Sirrell to put a piece on the Facebook page re dog mess in the village 
PC Risk Assessments for Lengthsman and Handyman are now on the website 
The Clerk had informed James Fox that the PC had decided not to fund virtual Church services 
Cllr Naish has informed the Treasury of the situation re the purchase of land at Habblesthorpe i.e. awaiting 
CIL monies 
Correspondence from a resident about re-surfacing their drive by Highways had been passed to CCllr Ogle  
All other actions were completed 
 
03.21.06. Police Report 
PCSO Airey submitted his report and noted that there were no reported crimes in North Leverton during 
February. 
 
This month there has been seven reported crimes of interest across the whole beat area. This compares with 
four crimes reported throughout January 2021 and seven crimes in the same month last year. 
From 01/04/2020, there have been sixty four crimes of interest reported across the beat area. This compares 
with eighty four reported in the same period last year. As such, at the conclusion of the eleventh month in this 
tracking year, these figures equate to a decrease in reported crimes of interest of twenty crimes, which is a 
reduction of almost 24%. 
 
There has generally been a reduction in the reporting of crimes of interest, across the areas I cover, to our 
control room. This is likely to have been assisted from the messages given in the Governments briefings, in 
the pandemic situation we are in, with instructions to stay at home and restrictions on personal movement and 
travel. 
 
Please continue to report crime - and incidents - through to our control room on 101, or 999 as appropriate. 
Even in these most difficult of times, where possible, reported crimes will be dealt with in the same way as 
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they have always been recorded, and dealt with. Please remain aware of any suspicious persons, vehicles 
and activity in the area and continue to report such instances through to our control room, as normal. 
It is just over a year now since Nottinghamshire Police started using a new system for recording incidents. As 
from February 2020, the Police report has included anti-social behaviour incidents only, negating other 
incident types from this category, such as hoax calls to the emergency services, found/ abandoned vehicles 
and wildlife/ animal issues. These figures have, therefore, started to decrease but are more accurate in 
relation to actual anti-social behaviour incidents on the area. This month there have been eight reported 
incidents of anti-social behaviour across the whole beat area. This compares with two reported incidents for 
January 2021 and one reported for the same month in 2020. 
 
As I mentioned in last month’s report, it would appear, across the beat areas I cover, that outbuildings/ sheds 
away from personal properties, paddock areas, allotments and set aside space are still attractive, and 
preferred, locations presently for criminals. This would certainly appear to be the case on this beat area, and 
adjoining beat areas, in the last month. As we move into March, and the prospects of better weather, please 
remain vigilant around all aspects of home and vehicle security. Be especially careful to lock house doors and 
leave windows on locks – even if you are only in the back garden. If you do leave windows and doors open 
and a burglary occurs, you could receive a further nasty shock when you try to make an insurance claim. A lot 
of insurance companies are now reducing payments, or even refusing to pay out altogether, if doors and 
windows have been left open arguing that it is your own negligence that has led to the theft.   
Check car windows and sun roofs are closed when you park, remembering not to leave anything inviting on 
display in your vehicle. And always secure your unattended bicycle to something that is fixed to the ground, or 
leave it in a rear garden where it is out of view from the public highway. 
 
Some residents will have made their first moves into tidying up their gardens following the winter months. At 
this time of year, there is usually an increase in shed breaks and thefts of gardening tools and equipment. 
Please ensure that all out buildings and sheds are secured when not in use, and preferably alarmed. 
There have already been reports made on this and adjoining beat areas, of garden furniture and ornaments 
being stolen. This, again, is a trend which happens around this time of the year, and throughout the gardening 
season. Items of this nature are far easier for criminals to pass, or sell, on at this time of the year.  
Around this time of the year, there is traditionally an increase in the number of vehicles collecting scrap 
metals, which also suggests that there is an increase in the sell on price in this type of commodity. Also, there 
is usually an increase in doorstep salesmen and persons wishing to complete gardening and handyman work. 
Please report this type of activity through to 101, as these situations would certainly fit the suspicious persons/ 
activity category. 
 
As ever, the beat team will keep an eye out to look after you and your homes. The team would like to hear 
from any community members who would like some crime prevention advice, or even just a reassurance visit. 
My contact number is 07525 226838 and my E mail address is david.airey@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk  
PC 2895 James Pickersgill is the new beat manager for the area. He has a contact number of 07525 226479 
and an E mail address of james.pickersgill@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
Please do not use these telephone numbers to report incidents and/ or crimes. Works numbers should 
only be used for non-urgent matters – including seeking advice and/ or information. 
I continue to receive calls on my works phone from residents wising to report incidents and crimes. In 
many cases these calls are received when I am on rest days or annual leave and have not got my 
works phone to hand. Residents must be comfortable in reporting these occurrences to our control 
room on 101 in order to receive the best, and real time, service from those officers who are on duty. 
When ringing 101 the first item which is asked is which Police force you require. This is because 101 
is the non-urgent number for all Police forces throughout the country and the signal is picked up from 
where you are ringing from. In rural East Bassetlaw many parishes are located close to county 
boundaries, hence the first question. Then, you are asked if you know the person or extension number 
of the department you require. At this stage, just hold the line. After this, there are a number of 
options available. For reporting an incident or crime the option is option 7. 
 
Thanks, as always, for your help, interest and support. Take care and best regards.  PCSO 8139 Dave Airey. 
 
03.21.07. Community Speedwatch / Traffic calming  

The Speedwatch team is not operating during lock down and will resume when allowed – currently 29th March  

The Interactive Speed Sign has been returned to the manufacturer for repair and will also be reprogrammed to 
register all speeds over 20 MPH. It will be installed near the school when returned 
There has been a police presence twice in the village in the past couple of weeks but the car has not parked 
near the school   Action Cllr M Ferguson to chase PCSO Airey to see if this can be done 
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03.21.08. District & County Councillor Reports – 
DCllr Naish told Council that the meeting with the Doctor’s surgery to discuss the funding of additional car 
parking spaces had to be rescheduled to mid-March  
A West Burton Power Station planning group will be set up at the end of March 
DCllr Naish has sent the SWNP to MP Brendan Clark Smith to support the conversation about flooding with 
Seven Trent Water, since the NP refers in detail to the history of flooding issues in the village 
  
CCllr Ogle told the PC that the County Council had formalised its budget for the year  
He said that a road outside of Newark was in very much the same state as Main Street in NL and due to Covid 
this had not been repaired i.e. North Leverton is not alone in having to wait for remedial action to its highways 
Cllr Ogle had received various correspondence and material from the Chair regarding flooding. This has been 
passed to MP Brendan Clark Smith and he was expecting feedback from Severn Trent to have been directed 
to Cllr Ferguson so that the history of flooding in the area is fully documented. Action CCllr Ogle to follow 
this up 
The Chair asked Cllr Ogle about correspondence from residents of Magpie Lane which had been passed to 
him re blocked drains causing flooding. There are 2 blocked gullies Action Cllr Ogle to raise this with Via 
and try to get them cleared  
 
03.21.09. Highways, Footpaths & Public Safety 
03.21.09.1. Street lamps and street furniture 
The street light which was leaning has been repaired but another – Number 4 on Main Street is now leaning  
Action Clerk to report to Highways 
Still waiting for village signs to be replaced when the weather allows – will be done by May latest. Action Cllr 
M Ferguson  
A vehicle has again damaged the first row of shingles on the roof of the bus shelter. Action Clerk to report to 
Notts CC and ask if it could be turned around to avoid this happening again  
 
03.21.09.2.  Other issues / Matters to report  
There are 2 very large potholes on Northfield Road  Action Cllr Coultate to report to Highways 
 
03.21.10. Lengthsman and Handyman Reports 
All fine 
The lengthsman continues to tidy the Memorial Garden 
     
03.21.11. Reports from Outside Bodies 
A consultation document on Anti-social behaviour largely concentrating on dog fouling has been circulated to 
Councillors – no further action required 
 
03.21.12. Financial Matters. 
03.21.12.1. Bank Reconciliation 
The Bank Reconciliation to 26th February 2021 was presented to Council and approved.  
  
03.21.12.2. Expenditure.  
 The following payments for February were noted and approved by Council.  
Sara Stilliard –  salary and expenses  
Jack Foster – lengthsman services 
John Taylor – handyman services 
Holmes Groundcare – omitted invoice from October 
BDC – trade waste charges for 6 months 

       £   368.16  
       £   193.68 
       £     74.40    
        £   119.70 
        £   169.79 

 
Action Clerk to make payments 
 
03.21.12.3.  Annual pay / contract hourly rate increases for 2021/22 
The Handyman had agreed to leave his hourly rate the same as the current financial year. The Lengthsman asked 
for an uplift in his hourly rate to match his private gardening rate. Council voted to accept this new rate.  Action 
Clerk to confirm this change    
Council will await notification from NALC re the Clerk’s hourly rate 
 
03.21.12.4.  CIL payments which may be due to NLPC 
Cllr M Ferguson has corresponded with BDC on this issue and DCllr Naish has been working hard on behalf 
of the PC also. There has been an acknowledgement from BDC that CIL money is owed to the PC relating to 
the development on Main Street and a response is expected imminently. It is the Chair’s understanding of the 
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CIL process that if any outstanding payments are not made then BDC could stop the developer from 
continuing works work until it is. 
 
03.21.12.6. Grass Cutting contract for 2021/22 
A new tender has been sent out to potential suppliers as well as the current contractors – Holmes Groundcare. The 
Clerk has received one response and will chase the third before a decision is made  Action Clerk 
 
03.21.13  Blacksmiths Playing Field 

Cllr G White has completed the weekly inspections and will lodge the latest inspection sheets with the Clerk.  
The Clerk has just received notification that the funding application for refurbishment of the Memorial Garden 
has not been successful. However another source has been identified Action Cllr M Ferguson to obtain 
updated quotes for the project 
Council voted unanimously to give the Clerk the authority to sign all and any funding applications on behalf of 
the PC 
 
03.21.14   Correspondence   
There was 1 item of correspondence this month – Leaflets from MP Brendan Clark Smith for the noticeboards 
Action Cllr M Ferguson to post them 
 
03.21.15   Parish Council Newsletter & Website  
There is no plan for another Newsletter until lock down ends and it will go out with the emergency plan 
questionnaire at that time 
The website has been viewed 1420 times since going live in December  
The new website can be found at https://www.northlevertonwithhabblesthorpeparishcouncil.gov.uk/    
 
03.21.16   Superfast Broadband for the village    
Council voted to try to progress this scheme whereby government grants to homeowners and businesses 
could fund the provision of fibre to homes, delivering superfast broadband. It relies on a certain number of 
homes in order to make the cost feasible and the PC will need to encourage take up and drive the scheme. 
Action Clerk to put the Chair in contact with the Councillor who is co-ordinating this in Sturton le 
Steeple  
The scheme could be posted on the website / Facebook page and the school Intranet or even via leaflets for 
children to take home to publicise the opportunity for residents 
 
03.21.17.   The phone box library 
All working well and Cllr Coultate has 3 new helpers and loads of books 
 
03.21.18    Co-option of a new Parish Councillor 
There are 2 vacancies if anyone would like to join the Parish Council – please contact the Chair or the Clerk 
for more details. The posts are advertised in the Newsletter and on the website and Facebook  
 
Dates of Meetings in 2021 are as follows:-   
 
April 12th ; May 17th including the AGM ; June 7th including the APM ; July 5th September 6th ; October 4th ;  
November 1st ; December 6th ; December 13th for a budget meeting 

The Chair closed the meeting at 8.30 pm                                                                     

Sara Stilliard – Clerk, tel. 881582 

NB. Minutes subject to approval at the next meeting 
 
Distribution:  All Parish Councillors, CCllr John Ogle, DCllr J Naish, PCSO Dave Airey, Notice Boards, & File 

www.northlevertonwithhabblesthorpeparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 


